A Publication of

Design Pics © Dave Fleetham Image 2116876

A Publication of

Fishers of Men
Ministries International
P O Box 400
Bon Secour AL 36511-0400
251-949-6387
www.fomm.org
WAYNE MUND, Editor
awmund@fomm.org

Volume XXXIII
February 14, 2017

“...a net...cast into the sea, and gathered of every kind.” Matthew 13:47

HOLY MACKEREL—Mackerel are a family of several
related species of ocean fish that have in common a
striped body and a deeply forked tail. Mackerel are a
popular fish around the world, but spoil quickly,
hence “stinking like a mackerel” is a common
metaphor in literature.
“Holy Mackerel” is an interjection expressing
astonishment or dismay. It is one of the family of such
phrases as “Holy Smoke”, “Holy Cow”, “Holy Moses”,
etc. Its origin is debatable. It is commonly held that it
is a euphemism for “Holy Mary”. Others say it refers
to the custom among Catholics of eating fish on
Friday. Centuries ago the mackerel was popular
because it was one of the cheapest of fish. Because
the mackerel spoiled so quickly, merchants were
allowed to sell it on Sundays, contradicting the blue
laws in 17th century England, hence “Holy (Day)
Mackerel”.
I do know the mackerel is an important food fish
and it is consumed around the world (our local
fishermen catch them in the spring as they run from
the Florida coast West to the Mexican coast). It is an
oily fish (like salmon, tuna, mullet, sardines, herring)
that is a rich source of omega-3 fatty acids, which, to
this writer, is the only thing holy about it. You see, fish
oil is a concentrated source of omega-3. Let me just
list a few benefits: an excellent cancer fighter, helps
arthritis and anxiety; fights cardiovascular disease,
depression, diabetes, eye disorders; helps the
immune system and those who have Alzheimer’s.
Whoa! Sounds like a “God”-given fish to me, and I
know the “Holy God” who created the mackerel. How
about you? Job 12:7-10, “But ask now the beasts, and
they shall teach thee; and the fowls of the air, and
they shall tell thee: or speak to the earth, and it shall
teach thee; and the fishes of the sea shall declare unto
thee. Who knoweth not in all these that the hand of
the LORD hath wrought this? in whose hand is the
soul of every living thing, and the breath of all
mankind.”
Job was right, the hand of a Holy God was involved
in the creation of the fishes of the sea—no evolution
here (unholy).

Number 1
THE TURN OF THE TIDE—The oldtimers had a saying
that reads—“The lowest ebb is the turn of the tide.”
There are, in the life of every person, low ebbs and
high tides. Many, because of a tragedy,
disappointment, or hardship, have given up and
drowned in the sea of despair, when the tide that ran
low was sure to return! The tide that goes out and
uncovers problems hard to face, returns and covers
such, so that they are never seen again. The lowest
ebb in history was when the crimson tide of Calvary
swept over our Lord—but the lowest ebb was the
turn of the tide! Because of Calvary there is a covering
for sin—a way of forgiveness for us sinners. Keep on
mariners; God controls the tides! It is about to turn
for us all! Psalm 30:5, “For his anger endureth but a
moment; in his favor is life: weeping may endure for a
night, but joy cometh in the morning.”
Oh, mighty sea, thy message
In clanging spray is cast.
Within God’s plan of progress
It matters not at last
How wide the shores of evil,
How strong the reefs of sin,
The wave may be defeated,
But, the tide is sure to win!

–Priscilla Leonard

------ROUGH SEAS, ROUNDED STONES—Have you ever
visited an inlet of the sea that reaches deep into the
land, leaving a sheltered bay? The pebbles on that
protected beach are rough and jagged—not smooth
and polished. But out on the open shore where fierce
breakers roar over the rocks, the pebbles are sleek
and round. So it is with Christian character. Just as the
harsh treatment of the ocean waves makes the rough
stones smooth, so our trials, difficulties, and testings
can produce in us the luster of “Christian maturity”.
When circumstances become difficult, we can rest
assured that God has only one design in view, the
perfection of our character. That’s why the psalmist could
testify, “It is good for me that I have been afflicted; that I
may learn thy statutes” (Psalm 119:71). Echoing that
statement, Scottish pastor Samuel Rutherford declared
that he “got a new Bible” through the furnace of adversity.
The Scriptures took on fresh meaning for him when his
faith had been tested and his character enriched.
The popular idea about trials is that when bad things
happen we are being punished. But the Word of God
indicates that troubles can be a badge of honor for the
Christian. Through them we can see that God is at work in
us to produce the patience that James said would help us
become mature, lacking nothing (James 1:4).
Through the rough seas of our troubles, God is in the
process of “rounding” the stone of our character. He is
conforming us to the likeness of His Son. Romans 8:29,
“For whom he did foreknow, he also did predestinate to be
conformed to the image of his Son, that he might be the
first-born among many brethren.”
God sends us trials,
Not to impair us but to improve us.

LOOKING OUT FOR THE ONE FOLLOWING—On the
bridge of a British battleship one may see a notice
which reads, “Remember the Next Astern”. It is
intended to be a constant reminder to the captain, as
he issues his orders, not to do anything which would
be likely to throw the next vessel into difficulties. We
Christians would do well to make this our motto.
There may be another, perhaps, following just in our
wake, and a false move on our part may mean
shipwreck for that one. REMEMBER THE NEXT
ASTERN. Philippians 2:3, “Let nothing be done
through strife or vainglory; but in lowliness of mind let
each esteem other better than themselves.”
------WHERE TO CAST YOUR NET—“Did you ever notice,”
said the old lady, smiling into the troubled face before
her, “that when the Lord told the discouraged
fishermen to cast their nets again, it was right in the
same old place where they had caught nothing?” If
we could only get off to some new place when we get
discouraged, trying again would be an easier thing. If
we could be somebody else, or go somewhere else,
or do something else, it might not be so hard to have
fresh faith and courage; but it is the same old net in
the same old pond for most of us. The old
temptations are to be overcome, the old faults to be
conquered, the old trials and discouragements before
which we failed yesterday to be faced again today.
We must win success where we are if we win at all.
John 21:6, “And he said unto them, Cast the net on the
right side of the ship, and ye shall find. They cast
therefore, and now they were not able to draw it for
the multitude of fishes.”
------A READER’S COMMENT ON “FILET AND RELEASE” -At 17 I went fishing with an older man. He was sitting
in the bow of his boat casting for bass. I sat in the
stern fishing for perch with a cane pole. He caught
nothing. I filled a well in the middle of the boat with
many perch as wide as my spread hand. He was hard
of hearing and knew nothing of, nor the amount of,
my catch. As we pulled the boat from the water he
said, “You don’t want to take these little things home,
do you?” Not having time to answer, I watched in
disbelief as he threw my supper back in. Afterwards
he said, “Well, you caught more than I thought,” but
my supper was gone. Moral—don’t let your supper
swim away.
–B. Sandlin
------THOUGHTS
--It is better to walk alone than with a crowd that’s
going in the wrong direction.
--Be someone who makes you happy.
--When nothing goes right, go left.
--If you marry Miss Right, make sure her first name is
not “Always”.
--If the shoe fits, get another one just like it.
--God gives toes to those who wish to find furniture
in the dark.
--Flashlight—a case for holding dead batteries.
------THE BEND IN THE RIVER—Some people have the idea
that when their life has run its course and they take

their last breath, they will no longer exist. But more,
much more, lies ahead!
Frank W. Boreham (1871-1959) illustrates this in
his book Wisps of Wildfire. “A few weeks ago, in a
small boat, I was making my way up one of the most
picturesque of our Australian rivers. The forestry on
both banks was magnificent beyond description….A
canoe glided ahead of us. Presently, the waters
seemed to come to an end…We watched the canoe,
and to our astonishment, it simply vanished!...when
we came to the point at which the canoe had so
mysteriously disappeared, we beheld a sudden twist
in the river, artfully concealed by the tangle of bush.
The blind alley was no blind alley after all!”
Then, making reference to believers who had died,
Boreham observed, “They have gone on—like the
canoe. It had turned a bend in the river; they have
turned a bend in the road.” Life may seem to end at
death. At that “bend in the river,” however, the
Christian is introduced into a new world where life at
its best is enjoyed throughout the eternal ages with
our Saviour, Jesus Christ. But for the unbeliever the
bend will reveal a lake of fire, the abyss one falls into
to suffer eternal torment. What awaits you beyond
the bend in the river? John 3:17,18, “For God sent not
his Son into the world to condemn the world; but that
the world through him might be saved. He that
believeth on him is not condemned: but he that
believeth not is condemned already, because he hath
not believed in the name of the only begotten Son of
God.”
------THERE’S MORE
We can only see a little of the ocean,
Just a few miles distant from the shore:
But out there beyond our eyes’ horizon,
There’s more, immeasurably more.
We can only see a little of God’s loving kindness,
A few rich treasures from His mighty store:
But out there---far beyond our eyes’ horizon,
There’s more-- there’s immeasurably more! --Cowman
------WHY READ THE BIBLE WHEN YOU CANNOT
UNDERSTAND—A father was encouraging his child to read
the Bible daily. “But Dad,” the little one protested, “I can’t
understand it. I don’t get anything out of it.”
“See that basket there?” said the father, pointing to a
basket in which fish and shrimp were unloaded from
boats. “Take it down to the river and bring me back some
water.”
Try as he would, and running as fast as possible, still the
lad could not manage to get the basket back to the house
with any water in it. In despair, he went to tell his father.
“Yes, but look how clean the basket is now,” said the
father. “And so it is with the Word of God. While you may
not feel you are getting anything worthwhile, yet your soul
and heart are being constantly cleansed.” John 15:3, “Now
ye are clean through the word which I have spoken unto
you.”
------FISHY QUESTION—Last edition’s question was nautical
flags that said, “Merry Christmas”. (Only a few nautical folk
answered.) This edition, what happened to the fisherman
who was asked whether he knew “for sure” he was going
to heaven? He ____________ up! (Wouldn’t even open his
mouth). Reply quickly!

